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Please find below a communication from the EXAMINER in charge of this application 

Commissioner of Patents 



The non-final rejection ( paper no. 22 ) mailed on March 18, 2003 is being 
withdrawn and the office action is being vacated now. This action was 
necessitated due to an error on the examiner's part since the cited reference 
{ U.S. 2001/0049450 ) was not a prior art reference under 35 U.S.C. 102(e). 
The effective filing date of this cited patent was 04/02/2001 and not 
05/02/2000 ( Foreign priority document ) whereas the filing date of the 
instant application is 12/05/2000. 
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